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Miramonte exits in second round of NCS Division 1 tournament

By Karl Buscheck
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fter powering to the DAL title with a

flawless 10-0 mark, the Miramonte
boys tennis squad earned a berth in the NCS
Division 1 team tournament.

Seeded No. 5 in the bracket, the Mats ad-
vanced to the second round of the competi-
tion before Foothill — the champions of the
East Bay Athletic League — dumped them
out of the competition.

Before entering the premier NCS field,
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head coach Michael McCollom had warned
of the difficulties that lay ahead.

“We are a very good team — one of my
better teams over the years,”McCollom said.
“But I can tell you, it’s going to be quite a big
(challenge to win NCS).”

In the second-round defeat on May 11
in Pleasanton, the Mats lost to Foothill, the
fellow league winners, 5-2. Junior Nico Haet
claimed the team’s only singles match win

(6-2, 4-6, 6-3), while the pairing of Kush
Subramanian and Dominic Davidson earned
the only double victory (6-4, 6-0).

The loss to Foothill marked the first time
since Feb. 24 (against Mission San Jose) that
the Mats were on the wrong side of the score
line.

Miramonte had reached the meeting with
Foothill by dispatching College Park, 4-3, in
the opening round on May 9 in Orinda.

Even as the Mats claimed just one of four
singles matches — freshman Micah Elias’ 5-7,
7-5, 7-5 win in the No. 4 spot — Miramonte
triumphed by sweeping the doubles ladder.

“That usually is my goal is to have a real
solid doubles performance,” McCollom ex-
plained. “I have some wonderful boys in my
lineup. The two juniors are William Hwang
at No. 1 (singles) and my No. 2 Haet. They’re
really strong. Behind that, I have (senior cap-
tain) Jack O’Melveny at No. 3, (sophomore)
Liam Dowd at No. 4. Then I have a really
nice freshman — Micah Elias — he’s really
strong.”

While Campolindo didn’t advance to the
NCS team tournament — the Cougars toppled
out of the doubles competition in the open-
ing round — head coach Alan Weissbaum is
confident the program is trending in the right

direction.

The Cougars (11-8 overall, 8-3 in league)
will have nine seniors on the roster next
spring and one of the team’s rising sopho-
mores — Cal Hunter — has already emerged as
a marquee talent.

“I think we’re going to be fairly strong
next year,” Weissbaum said. “We’re not los-
ing any of our singles players, so that’s re-
ally good for us and I think we’ll only get
stronger. Our No. 1 player Cal Hunter is im-
proving nicely and he won the DAL singles
tournament.”

In addition to Hunter, Weissbaum singled
out junior captain Zach Goldman as an “good
all-around guy,” and also paid his respects to
one of the Cougars’ departing stars.

“Jake Oxendine was our No. 1 doubles
guy and he was a standout,” Weissbaum said.
“He pretty much won all the time. He was
also one of our captains and it was fun to
have him on board and he’s a senior, so we’ll
certainly miss him.”

Like the Cougars, the Dons didn’t
advance to the NCS team competition.
Acalanes concluded its season with a 7-7 re-
cord overall and a 2-5 mark in league play,
good for fourth place in the league standings.

Mats, Cougars and Dons girls lacrosse all advance to NCS

By Karl Buscheck
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fter splitting the DAL crown with Cam-
polindo, the Miramonte girls lacrosse

team secured the No. 13 seed in the NCS Di-

vision I bracket, their first spring playing in

the sport’s top flight.

“It just shows the growth of the sport
in this area and how hard these girls have
worked,” said head coach Jackie Pelletier.
“Some of the girls were bummed to share the
league title with Campo, but (then) we step
back and we look and their success over four
year — that’s allowed us to move up to the D
I bracket.”

The Mats (17-4 overall, 15-1 in league)
exited the postseason in the first round of
NCS, losing 14-10 to the No. 4 seed Amador
Valley in Pleasanton on May 10.

“For such a small school to be right there
with the biggest schools in the area is just
amazing for us,” Pelletier said.

Ranked No. 38 in the state by MaxPreps,
the Mats were anchored by a trio of veteran
captain.

“The key to our success, 100 percent, has
been our senior captains,” Pelletier.

Taylor Geary — the league MVP — didn’t
take part in the postseason, but made it
through the first 18 games while playing on
an injured knee. Geary, who will join the

team at Claremont McKenna College next
season, excelled for the Mats even as she
entered her senior season knowing her knee
would eventually require surgery.

Pelletier described Lucy Stenovec — the
club’s sharp-shooting attacker — as a “quiet
confident leader” and called Morgan John-
son a “fierce competitor” and the “most tena-
cious athlete” she’s ever coached.

“She will hunt people down on the field,”
Pelletier said of Johnson.

The co-champion Cougars, who earned
the No. 1 seed in the Division 2 tourna-
ment, earned a bye in the opening round be-
fore smashing past the No. 8 seed Christian
Brothers, 16-5, in Moraga on May 12.

With the quarterfinals romp over Chris-
tian Brothers, Campolindo — the No. 24 team
in the state per MaxPreps — have now pro-
duced a 15-game unbeaten stretch.

Captained by seniors Grace Burnite,
Claire Cimino, Peyton King and Abigail
Burns, the Cougars took the field on May 16
in the semifinals, hosting No. 5 Branson. The
finals of the D2 bracket will take place on

May 18.

Like Miramonte, Acalanes (12-9 overall,
12-4 in league) took part in the DI bracket,
claiming the No. 16 seed before falling 22-7
to No. 1 Novato on the road on May 10 in the
first round.

“They really deserved to be up in that
top 16 and I’'m glad other people recognized
that too,” head coach Courtney Neff said.
“Overall, I'm super proud of all their work
that they put in to get there and they put up
a good fight (against Novato). [ was really
proud of them.”

The Dons will lose a pair of senior head-
liners in Julia Mueller and Anna De Roque,
who are both set to play at the collegiate lev-
el next spring. Despite those departures, Neff
believes her team is poised to make another
postseason push next spring, noting that the
varsity and junior varsity setups are flooded
with high-upside underclassmen.

“Acalanes lacrosse overall is a really
young program,” Neff said. “And I think it
has a really bright future and I’'m excited to
see everything (the girls) can do.”
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Music Lessons

Icomputersermicen LTI

Tile Setting

\Piano/guitar w/ Robbie Dunbar
All levels welcome!
I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition
Piano tuning as well!
925-323-9706 §
robbiednbr@gmail.com

COMPUTERS’ BEST FRIEND
Home & Office Computer Service
« ONSITE REPAIRS - VIRUS REMOVAL

« WINDOWS TUTORING i

« HARDWARE UPGRADES

« NETWORK SETUP AND SUPPORT

- REMOTE DESKTOP/TELEPHONE SUPPORT
www.computersbestfriend.com
925-682-3408 - 510-938-1881

Fun Piano Lessons

Learn your favorite song! | teach
Certificate of Merit. BM & MM in
Piano. Lessons in your home.
925-984-8322. lynnf253@gmail.com

Ragtime Music, Dixieland Jazz,
Swing, and Klezmer Music for your
club or private party Single act or
band. Eliot Kenin 800-965-1302
eliotkenin29@gmail.com

Windows & Gutters

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowService.com

Tall Weed Cutting

Hillsides, Free Estimates

Vickers Rain Gutter

Installation, repair,
roof & gutter cleaning
Serving Lamorinda since 1964, Many
styles of gutters with soldered down-
spouts.....Senior discount....free est...lic
677426. | do the work myself & take
prideinit....Ken 925-6867-8631

Painting

Counters

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,

Cliff 510-697-1125

Inside and outside. Father and Son,
40 years experience. Local references.
Licensed, bonded, insured.

Drainage Systems

Drainage Systems,
French Drains
925-930-8123. CALic #417323

JB Fence Company

East Bay Tree Service.

Weed Cutting 377-8733. Fine pruning, large

tree removal, stump grinding £
License #805794

Tree Service

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

Since 1990. Horizontal fences
our specialty. Retaining walls.
Gates. Lic. #675223 (510)339-6371

(925-285-0370) Don

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

925-938-9836

Totalintegrityinsurance.com |

House Cleaning |

20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability,
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life. Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0£90108

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

reach 60,000+ with your ad

Tree & brush removal.
Poison Oak removal. 376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded

Ken’s Rototilling
s= -4 W/D Tractors
« Hillside Weed Cutting
+ Mowing - Discing « Rototilling
Free estimates! 925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
www.kensrototilling.com

WE HOP TO IT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

$10 per 1/2" classified ad height

Email to: classified@lamorindaweekly.com




